STATISTICS OF DEATHS

LEGISLATION

The survey is conducted pursuant to the Official Statistics Law (Official Gazette of RS, No 104/09) and the Official Statistics Program for the period from 2016 to 2020 (Official Gazette of RS, No 55/15).

METHODOLOGICAL BACKGROUNDS

Survey objective and description

The objective of the annual survey on deaths is to collect data on demographic and socio-economic features of dead person, data on origin and cause of death, as well as data on demographic and socio-economic characteristics of mother of dead infant.
The following data are collected: for every dead person (sex, date of death, date of birth, place of birth, citizenship, ethnicity, place of usual residence, educational attainment, activity, occupation, where the death event took place, informant on cause of death, underlying cause of death, origin of death), for dead infant (child born within wedlock or out of wedlock, body mass at birth, gestation age, date of birth of mother, number of children that mother has born up to the moment), for violent deaths (origin of violent death, nature of injury). 
Reporting units

The data on deaths are collected and delivered by registrars. To each form on statistics of deaths, DEM-2, attached is a copy of the Death certificate that is completed by a medical doctor.

Coverage

According to the legal provisions on keeping the register of deaths, every death shall be entered in the register of deaths maintained for the area of its occurrence, regardless whether the deceased or the mother of the dead infant usually resides in this area.   

When processed, the data are grouped according to the place of usual residence of the deceased (for dead infant – the mother’s place of usual residence). Thereby demographic statistics are processed according to the place of usual residence principle, which is in compliance with the concept of usual resident population applied for 2011 Census of population.

Method, frequency and sources for data collection

Registrars are in charge of completing the statistical form on death, applying the method of interview and reporting method (i.e. replies to some questions are taken from the Death certificate). 

The data on the underlying cause of death and nature of injury for the form DEM-2 are taken over from the Death certificate. The authorized medical doctors of public health institutes shall extract the underlying cause of death from the Death certificate and enter the appropriate codes for the underlying cause of death and nature of injury into the form DEM-2. 

The data are collected on monthly basis and processed annually.

Individual data protection – confidentiality

The obligation of individual data protection is envisaged by Article 3 of the provision on protection of respondents, Articles 44, 45, 46, 47, 48 and 49 – confidentiality provision stipulated by the Official Statistics Law (Official Gazette of RS, No 104/09).

Main features and indicators – Definitions

For statistics of deaths, each dead person is observation unit. 
Dead person is a person for who after live birth, the permanent stoppage of all vital signs/functions is registered.

Dead infant is an infant for whom after live birth, and before one year of age all vital signs have permanently stopped.

Age of deceased person is expressed in whole living years, and for dead infants it is recorded in months, days and hours. 
Underlying cause of death is defined as the disease or injury that initiated a series of health disorders that directly caused death, or the circumstances of accident or act of violence that caused injury with deadly effect. The coding of main cause death is carried out according to the International statistical classification of diseases and related health problems, Rev. 10, 2010. 
Violent death is a death case that resulted as a consequence of an accident (all kinds of traffic accidents, fall, drowning, fire and weapon related accidents, etc.), suicide, homicide and other (violent deaths of undetermined origin, legal interventions and war operations, complications of medical and surgical treatments).   

Body mass at birth is the first mass of a newborn, measured immediately after the birth and expressed in grams.

Gestation age presents the actual duration of pregnancy and is expressed in whole weeks.

Representative data

The data on deaths are presented on the level of settlement, municipality, area and the republic. 

Starting from 1998 the SORS may not provide the data for the AP Kosovo and Metohija; therefore these data have not been included in the coverage for the Republic of Serbia (Total).

Harmonisation with international recommendations, standards and practice

The statistical survey of deaths is implemented according to the methodology harmonised with

UN Principles and Recommendations for a Vital Statistics System Revision 2, Regulation (EU)
No 1260/2013 of the European Parliament on European demographic statistics, Regulation (EU)
No 205/2014.

SURVEY ORGANISATION

Implementation

As an authorized producer of official statistics, the SORS is in charge of defining the survey instruments, creating the methodology and code lists required for the survey, preparing and printing the survey forms and distributing them to the SORS regional departments.  

The SORS regional departments distribute the survey forms to the reporting units in their territory, compile the filled forms, evaluate data coverage, accuracy and completeness, forward the forms to the public health institutions (where the authorized medical doctor shall extract the codes for the underlying cause of death and nature of injury from the Death certificate and copy them into the form DEM-2) and carry out the complete DEM-2 form entry and data corrections.
The final evaluation, analysis, creation of tables and data publishing are carried out at the SORS.

Responsiveness

The obligation of responding to the survey is stipulated by Article 26, and the penalty provisions for the cases of refusing to respond or providing incomplete and false data are envisaged by Article 52, the Official Statistics Law (Official Gazette of RS, No 104/2009).
Main survey stages and release of data

1. Design and printing survey forms: September − November.

2. Delivering survey forms to the SORS regional departments until 30 November (to reporting units:  until 31 December).
3. Survey forms receipt at the regional departments, check-up and forwarding accurate data in electronic form to the SORS:  

·  Regional departments: until 1 April 

·  AP Vojvodina statistical department: until 1 May.
4. Logical and accounting control, creating tables and producing results: until 1 June.

5. “Vital events in the Republic of Serbia” release: until 30 June.

 SURVEY INSTRUMENTS

Survey form 

· Statistics of deaths form, DEM-2 (www.stat.gov.rs)

Guidelines for completing survey form 

· Guidelines for registrars on filling forms on statistics of births, deaths and contracted marriages (forms DEM-1, DEM-2 and DEM-3) (www.stat.gov.rs)

Nomenclatures and specifications

· Systematic list of settlements of the Republic of Serbia (www.stat.gov.rs)
· Classification of occupations (www.stat.gov.rs)
· International statistical classification of diseases and related health problems, Rev. 10, 2010 (www.batut.org.rs)
List of publications 

The methodological explanations concerning the statistics of deaths can be found in the edition Methodologies and standards: Registrar guidelines for filling forms on statistics of births, deaths and contracted marriages (forms DEM-1, DEM-2 and DEM-3), number 56 (Belgrade, 2014) and Statistical forms coding (Belgrade, 2015).
The results are published as the release “Vital events in the Republic of Serbia”, in the publications Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Serbia, “Demographic Yearbook” and “Municipalities and regions of the Republic of Serbia” and in other thematic publications, all available in printed form and at the SORS site www.stat.gov.rs.    

Contact person – Milka Ilić Pešić, Ext. 270
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