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Marriages and divorces in the Republic of Serbia, 2008 

 
In this communication, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia presents the main data on 

marriages in 2008, according to: age of groom and bride, order of marriage, previous marital status, activity, 
educational attainment and national affiliation, as well as main data on divorces in 2008, by age of husband 
and wife, order of marriage, previous marital status, duration of marriage, number of dependent children and 
to whom children are given after divorce.   

Aiming at complete coverage of such phenomena, the basic indicators are provided for 1991, 2002 
and period 2004-2008 (excluding the data on Kosovo and Metohia). All relevant indicators are calculated on 
the basis of estimated mid-year population, according to the concept of constant population from the 2002 
Census.    

Statistics of marriages and divorces encompasses marriages signed according to valid legal acts on 
marriages, noted in the registry of marriage certificates, while statistics of divorces includes legally divorced, 
annulled or illegal marriages.  
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1. Basic indicators on marriages in 1991, 2002 and period 2004-2008 

 1991 2002 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 

 Republic of Serbia 

Marriages – total 45145 41947 42030 38846 39756 41083 38285 
        
Marriages per 1000 population 5,94 5,58 5,63 5,22 5,36 5,57 5,21 
        
Mean age at the moment of marriage          

Groom  29,75 31,79 32,11 32,01 32,21 32,47 32,57 
Bride 25,97 27,83 28,33 28,20 28,42 28,71 28,83 

        
First marriages – total 39382 34047 33921 31790 32507 33627 31676 
        
Mean age at first marriage         

Groom   27,68 28,74 29,07 29,08 29,28 29,57 29,81 
Bride 23,80 25,28 25,74 25,75 26,00 26,28 26,59 

 Central Serbia 

Marriages – total 33698 30775 30694 28413 29255 30490 28006 
        
Marriages per 1000 population 6,06 5,62 5,64 5,23 5,41 5,66 5,21 
        
Mean age at the moment of marriage          

Groom  29,71 31,65 32,02 31,88 32,09 32,32 32,46 
Bride 25,82 27,68 28,20 28,04 28,27 28,53 28,67 

        
First marriages – total 29761 25180 24903 23501 24161 25172 23368 
        
Mean age at first marriage         

Groom   27,78 28,77 29,12 29,16 29,36 29,60 29,86 
Bride 23,91 25,28 25,74 25,79 26,04 26,28 26,57 

 Vojvodina 

Marriages – total 11447 11172 11336 10433 10501 10593 10279 
        
Marriages per 1000 population 5,63 5,47 5,61 5,18 5,24 5,32 5,19 
        
Mean age at the moment of marriage          

Groom  29,88 32,17 32,34 32,39 32,55 32,91 32,86 
Bride 26,33 28,25 28,68 28,63 28,82 29,22 29,28 

        
First marriages – total 9621 8867 9018 8289 8346 8455 8308 
        
Mean age at first marriage         

Groom   27,25 28,64 28,92 28,87 29,05 29,48 29,67 
Bride 23,66 25,27 25,75 25,64 25,89 26,29 26,63 
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2. Marriages by age of groom and bride, 2008 

Republic of Serbia 
 

Total Central Serbia Vojvodina 

    
Marriages- total 38285 28006 10279 
    
Age of groom    
    

16-19  397 310 87 
20-24  6038 4441 1597 
25-29  12921 9337 3584 
30-34 9215 6828 2387 
35-39  3822 2886 936 
40-44  1802 1344 458 
45-49  1212 869 343 
50-54 821 566 255 
55-59  644 452 192 
60-64  388 273 115 
65 and over 831 561 270 
Unknown 194 139 55 

    
Age of bride    
    

16-19  3041 2359 682 
20-24  11205 8205 3000 
25-29  11926 8625 3301 
30-34 5941 4413 1528 
35-39 2269 1708 561 
40-44 1082 774 308 
45-49 851 558 293 
50-54  672 465 207 
55-59 460 322 138 
60-64 245 161 84 
65 and over 268 176 92 
Unknown 325 240 85 

 

 
3. Marriages by previous marital status of groom and bride, 2008 

Previous marital status of groom 
Previous marital status of bride  

total single widower divorced 

  
Republic of Serbia 

 

Total 38285 33273 674 4338 
Single 33766 31676 148 1942 
Widow 518 128 194 196 
Divorced 4001 1469 332 2200 

  
Central Serbia 

 

Total 28006 24413 453 3140 
Single 24937 23368 109 1460 
Widow 309 74 119 116 
Divorced 2760 971 225 1564 

  Vojvodina  

Total 10279 8860 221 1198 
Single 8829 8308 39 482 
Widow 209 54 75 80 
Divorced 1241 498 107 636 
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4. Marriages by order of marriage of groom and bride, 2008 

Marriage order of groom 
Marriage order of bride 

total first second third and more 

  Republic of Serbia  
Total 38285 33273 4489 523 

First 33766 31676 1968 122 
Second 4108 1502 2325 281 
Third and more 411 95 196 120 

  Central Serbia  
Total 28006 24413 3221 372 

First 24937 23368 1481 88 
Second 2800 981 1615 204 
Third and more 269 64 125 80 

  Vojvodina  
Total 10279 8860 1268 151 

First 8829 8308 487 34 
Second 1308 521 710 77 
Third and more 142 31 71 40 

 
 

5. Marriages by national affiliation, educational attainment and activity of  
groom and bride, 2008 

Republic of Serbia 
 

Total Central Serbia Vojvodina 

    
Marriages – total 38285 28006 10279 

    

Nationality    
    

the same nationality of bride and groom 34725 26513 8212 
different nationalities of bride and groom 3560 1493 2067 
    

Educational attainment    
    

the same educational attainment of bride and groom 25573 18825 6748 
Groom’s educational attainment is higher than bride’s  6095 4501 1594 
Groom’s educational attainment is lower than bride’s 6617 4680 1937 
    

Activity 1)    
    

Groom and bride – economically active persons 
performing occupations     17411 12433 4978 
Occupations of groom and bride belong to the same 
group 6006 4488 1518 
Groom and bride – dependants 366 301 65 
Groom – economically active person performing an 
occupation, bride – dependant 4507 3199 1308 
Groom – dependant, bride – economically active 
person performing an occupation  264 187 77 
  in %  
Nationality    
    

the same nationality of bride and groom 90,70 94,67 79,89 
different nationalities of bride and groom 9,30 5,33 20,11 
    

Educational attainment    
    

the same educational attainment of bride and groom 66,80 67,22 65,65 
Groom’s educational attainment is higher than bride’s  15,92 16,07 15,51 
Groom’s educational attainment is lower than bride’s 17,28 16,71 18,84 
    

Activity 1)    
    

Groom and bride – economically active persons 
performing occupations 45,48 44,39 48,43 
Occupations of groom and bride belong to the same 
group 15,69 16,03 14,77 
Groom and bride – dependants 0,96 1,07 0,63 
Groom – economically active person performing an 
occupation, bride – dependant 11,77 11,42 12,72 
Groom – dependant, bride – economically active 
person performing an occupation 0,69 0,67 0,75 

 
    

1) Marriages by selected activity of groom and bride.  
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6. Basic indicators on divorces in 1991, 2002 and period 2004-2008 

 1991 2002 2004 2005 2006 
 

2007 
 

 
2008 

 

   Republic of Serbia    

Divorces- total 8018 9982 8845 7661 8204 8622 8502 
Divorces per 1000 population 1,06 1,33 1,19 1,03 1,11 1,17 1,16 
Divorces per 1000 marriages 177,60 237,97 210,44 197,21 206,36 209,87 222,07 
Mean age at the moment of divorce         

Husband 38,95 40,82 41,00 41,57 41,32 41,70 41,79 
Wife 35,65 37,36 37,63 37,97 37,70 38,06 38,13 

   Central Serbia    

Divorces- total 5459 7449 6396 5537 5765 6182 5986 
Divorces per 1000 population 0,98 1,36 1,18 1,02 1,07 1,15 1,11 
Divorces per 1000 marriages 162,00 242,05 208,38 194,87 197,06 202,76 213,74 
Mean age at the moment of divorce         

Husband 38,84 40,68 40,76 41,62 41,18 41,75 41,70 
Wife 35,47 37,27 37,45 37,96 37,59 38,01 38,08 

   Vojvodina    

Divorces- total 2559 2533 2449 2124 2439 2440 2516 
Divorces per 1000 population 1,26 1,24 1,21 1,05 1,22 1,23 1,27 
Divorces per 1000 marriages 223,55 226,73 216,04 203,58 232,26 230,34 244,77 
Mean age at the moment of divorce         

Husband 39,09 41,23 41,61 41,43 41,65 41,58 41,99 
Wife 35,85 37,65 38,08 37,98 37,96 38,19 38,25 

 
 

7. Divorces by age of husband and wife, 2008 

Republic of Serbia 
 

Total Central Serbia Vojvodina 

    
Divorces- total 8502 5986 2516 
    
Age of husband    
    

16-19  16 16 - 
20-24  225 170 55 
25-29  854 598 256 
30-34  1523 1071 452 
35-39  1517 1079 438 
40-44  1319 918 401 
45-49  1094 750 344 
50-54  852 592 260 
55-59  516 369 147 
60-64   218 146 72 
65 and over  276 192 84 
Unknown 92 85 7 

    
Age of wife    
    

16-19  53 43 10 
20-24  667 461 206 
25-29  1345 951 394 
30-34  1655 1154 501 
35-39 1448 1039 409 
40-44 1134 795 339 
45-49 863 570 293 
50-54    582 416 166 
55-59    379 274 105 
60-64 135 89 46 
65 and over  123 86 37 
Unknown  118 108 10 
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8. Divorces by previous marital status of husband and wife, 2008 

Previous marital status of husband 
Previous marital status of wife 

Total Single Widower Divorced 

  Republic of Serbia  

Total 8502 7469 106 927 
Single 7502 7116 14 372 
Widow 77 19 29 29 
Divorced 923 334 63 526 

  Central Serbia  

Total 5986 5296 67 623 
Single 5354 5089 9 256 
Widow 47 11 17 19 
Divorced 585 196 41 348 

  Vojvodina  

Total 2516 2173 39 304 
Single 2148 2027 5 116 
Widow 30 8 12 10 
Divorced 338 138 22 178 

 
 
 

9. Divorces by order of marriage of husband and wife, 2008 

Marriage order of husband 
Marriage order of wife 

Total First Second Third and more 

  Republic of Serbia  

Total 8502 7469 897 136 
First 7502 7116 354 32 
Second 895 325 491 79 
Third and more 105 28 52 25 

  Central Serbia  

Total 5986 5296 603 87 
First 5354 5089 244 21 
Second 575 194 331 50 
Third and more 57 13 28 16 

  Vojvodina  

Total 2516 2173 294 49 
First 2148 2027 110 11 
Second 320 131 160 29 
Third and more 48 15 24 9 
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10. Divorces by duration of marriage, number of dependent children 
 and to whom children are given, 2008 

Republic of Serbia 
 

Total Central Serbia Vojvodina 

    
Divorces – total 8502 5986 2516 
    
Duration of marriage    

Under 1 year 344 273 71 
1-4 years 2046 1457 589 
5-9 years 1821 1321 500 
10-14 years 1333 914 419 
15-19 years 1153 793 360 
20-24 years 791 535 256 
25 years and over 1014 693 321 

    
Average duration of marriage 12,4 12,2 13,0 
    
Number of dependent children    

No children 3906 2804 1102 
One 2546 1739 807 
Two 1744 1221 523 
Three 256 185 71 
Four 39 31 8 
Five  9 5 4 

     Six - - - 
     Seven and more 2 1 1 
    
To whom children are given    

No dependent children 3906 2804 1102 
Husband 739 556 183 
Wife 3605 2460 1145 
Husband and wife 227 147 80 
Other persons 7 5 2 
Institution 6 4 2 
Other 12 10 2 

 
 

in % 
 

Duration of marriage    
Under 1 year 4,05 4,56 2,82 
1-4 years 24,06 24,33 23,41 
5-9 years 21,42 22,07 19,87 
10-14 years 15,68 15,27 16,65 
15-19 years 13,56 13,25 14,31 
20-24 years 9,30 8,94 10,18 
25 years and over 11,93 11,58 12,76 

    
Number of dependent children    

No children 45,94 46,84 43,80 
One 29,95 29,05 32,07 
Two 20,51 20,40 20,79 
Three 3,01 3,09 2,82 
Four 0,46 0,52 0,32 
Five  0,11 0,08 0,16 

     Six - - - 
     Seven and more 0,02 0,02 0,04 
    
To whom children are given    

No dependent children 45,94 46,83 43,80 
Husband 8,69 9,29 7,27 
Wife 42,41 41,10 45,51 
Husband and wife 2,67 2,46 3,18 
Other persons 0,08 0,08 0,08 
Institution 0,07 0,07 0,08 
Other 0,14 0,17 0,08 
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11. Basic indicators on marriages and divorces, 2008  
Marriages Divorces Administrative District 

    City 
       Municipality  Total per 1000 

population Total per 1000 
population 

per 1000 
marriages 

      
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 38285 5,21 8502 1,16 222,07 
Central Serbia 28006 5,21 5986 1,11 213,74 
Vojvodina 10279 5,19 2516 1,27 244,77 
      
  City of Belgrade 9442 5,82 1899 1,17 201,12 

Barajevo 144 5,69 16 0,63 111,11 
Vozdovac 955 6,14 288 1,85 301,57 
Vracar 373 6,69 66 1,18 176,94 
Grocka 392 4,86 62 0,77 158,16 
Zvezdara 737 5,17 144 1,01 195,39 
Zemun 1002 6,31 92 0,58 91,82 
Lazarevac 287 4,84 92 1,55 320,56 
Mladenovac 269 5,17 75 1,44 278,81 
Novi Beograd 1346 6,15 148 0,68 109,96 
Obrenovac 373 5,19 115 1,60 308,31 
Palilula 926 5,59 177 1,07 191,14 
Rakovica 629 6,04 152 1,46 241,65 
Savski Venac 306 7,56 67 1,66 218,95 
Sopot 87 4,31 43 2,13 494,25 
Stari Grad 429 8,16 77 1,47 179,49 
Surcin 228 5,69 13 0,32 57,02 
Cukarica 959 5,40 272 1,53 283,63 

      
  North Backa District  921 4,76 374 1,93 406,08 

Backa Topola 150 4,22 48 1,35 320,00 
Mali Idjos 44 3,50 7 0,56 159,09 
Subotica 727 5,01 319 2,20 438,79 

      
  Central Banat District 888 4,55 264 1,35 297,30 

Zitiste 74 4,04 12 0,66 162,16 
Zrenjanin 638 5,05 201 1,59 315,05 
Nova Crnja 30 2,71 5 0,45 166,67 
Novi Becej 87 3,48 46 1,84 528,74 
Secanj 59 4,06 - - - 

      
  North Banat District  761 4,90 292 1,88 383,71 

Аda 80 4,44 44 2,44 550,00 
Kanjiza 126 4,77 63 2,39 500,00 
Kikinda 325 5,20 93 1,49 286,15 
Novi Knezevac 48 4,08 15 1,28 312,50 
Senta 135 5,56 61 2,51 451,85 
Coka 47 3,79 16 1,29 340,43 

      
  South Banat District  1456 4,80 366 1,21 251,37 

Alibunar 78 3,67 19 0,89 243,59 
Bela Crkva 116 6,20 10 0,53 86,21 
Vrsac 235 4,44 80 1,51 340,43 
Kovacica 103 3,86 45 1,69 436,89 
Kovin 156 4,31 20 0,55 128,21 
Opovo 49 4,60 14 1,31 285,71 
Pancevo 678 5,42 164 1,31 241,89 
Plandiste 41 3,44 14 1,18 341,46 

      
  West Backa District  999 5,05 281 1,42 281,28 

Apatin 159 5,22 38 1,25 238,99 
Kula 234 5,16 30 0,66 128,21 
Odzaci 170 5,34 46 1,45 270,59 
Sombor 436 4,83 167 1,85 383,03 
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11. Basic indicators on marriages and divorces, 2008 (continued) 

Marriages Divorces Administrative District 
    City 
       Municipality Total per 1000 

population Total per 1000 
population 

per 1000 
marriages 

      
  South Backa District  3634 6,00 611 1,01 168,13 

Bac 80 5,31 19 1,26 237,50 
Backa Palanka 318 5,53 101 1,76 317,61 
Backi Petrovac 70 5,00 5 0,36 71,43 
Beocin 73 4,66 7 0,45 95,89 
Becej 216 5,54 83 2,13 384,26 
Vrbas 230 5,25 48 1,09 208,70 
Zabalj 139 5,22 4 0,15 28,78 
Novi Sad – city 2104 6,50 244 0,75 115,97 
Srbobran 96 5,70 33 1,96 343,75 
Sremski Karlovci 61 6,91 5 0,57 81,97 
Temerin 173 6,12 52 1,84 300,58 
Titel 74 4,52 10 0,61 135,14 

      
  Srem District 1620 4,93 328 1,00 202,47 

Indjija 236 4,85 41 0,84 173,73 
Irig 55 4,81 7 0,61 127,27 
Pecinci 99 4,54 17 0,78 171,72 
Ruma 274 4,81 59 1,04 215,33 
Sremska Mitrovica 445 5,40 100 1,21 224,72 
Stara Pazova 329 4,61 35 0,49 106,38 
Sid 182 5,08 69 1,92 379,12 

      
  Macva District  1578 5,03 284 0,91 179,97 

Bogatic 151 4,86 36 1,16 238,41 
Vladimirci 72 3,82 8 0,42 111,11 
Koceljeva 65 4,51 12 0,83 184,62 
Krupanj 78 4,24 16 0,87 205,13 
Loznica 450 5,40 113 1,36 251,11 
Ljubovija 60 3,94 8 0,53 133,33 
Mali Zvornik 52 3,96 8 0,61 153,85 
Sabac 650 5,44 83 0,70 127,69 

      
  Kolubara District  868 4,77 145 0,80 167,05 

Valjevo 460 4,91 38 0,41 82,61 
Lajkovac 79 4,99 11 0,69 139,24 
Ljig 56 4,22 21 1,58 375,00 
Mionica 71 4,61 20 1,30 281,69 
Osecina 55 4,03 6 0,44 109,09 
Ub 147 4,86 49 1,62 333,33 

      
  Danube District  922 4,51 250 1,22 271,15 

Velika Plana 181 4,24 68 1,59 375,69 
Smederevo 550 5,07 141 1,30 256,36 
Smederevska Palanka 191 3,59 41 0,77 214,66 

      
Branicevo District  938 4,89 301 1,57 320,90 

Veliko Gradiste 91 4,62 23 1,17 252,75 
Golubac 35 3,86 11 1,21 314,29 
Zabari 52 4,33 15 1,25 288,46 
Zagubica 46 3,33 17 1,23 369,57 
Kucevo 88 5,14 42 2,45 477,27 
Malo Crnice 78 6,06 17 1,32 217,95 
Petrovac 143 4,40 70 2,15 489,51 
Pozarevac 405 5,41 106 1,42 261,73 

      
  Sumadija District  1420 4,88 340 1,17 239,44 

Arandjelovac 221 4,72 70 1,50 316,74 
Batocina 52 4,46 16 1,37 307,69 
Knic 63 4,24 3 0,20 47,62 
Kragujevac – city 905 5,19 208 1,19 229,83 
Lapovo 36 4,64 7 0,90 194,44 
Raca 46 3,90 9 0,76 195,65 
Topola 97 4,12 27 1,15 278,35 
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11. Basic indicators on marriages and divorces, 2008 (continued) 

Marriages Divorces Administrative District 
    City 
       Municipality Total per 1000 

population Total per 1000 
population 

per 1000 
marriages 

      
  Pomoravlje District  1070 4,91 298 1,37 278,50 

Despotovac 95 4,03 33 1,40 347,37 
Jagodina 450 6,43 100 1,43 222,22 
Paracin 213 3,77 47 0,83 220,66 
Rekovac 39 3,29 6 0,51 153,85 
Svilajnac 109 4,49 29 1,20 266,06 
Cuprija 164 5,13 83 2,59 506,10 

      
  Bor District 688 5,12 326 2,43 473,84 

Bor 239 4,66 120 2,34 502,09 
Kladovo 135 6,12 33 1,50 244,44 
Majdanpek 104 4,99 49 2,35 471,15 
Negotin 210 5,23 124 3,09 590,48 

      
  Zajecar District  527 4,18 267 2,12 506,64 

Boljevac 55 3,92 29 2,07 527,27 
Zajecar 261 4,20 148 2,38 567,05 
Knjazevac 145 4,39 52 1,57 358,62 
Sokobanja 66 3,87 38 2,23 575,76 

      
  Zlatibor District  1499 5,01 290 0,97 193,46 

Arilje 82 4,29 21 1,10 256,10 
Bajina Basta 130 4,67 42 1,51 323,08 
Kosjeric 47 3,69 13 1,02 276,60 
Nova Varos 58 3,16 10 0,55 172,41 
Pozega 139 4,56 33 1,08 237,41 
Priboj 137 4,87 29 1,03 211,68 
Prijepolje 227 5,74 40 1,01 176,21 
Sjenica 196 7,03 28 1,00 142,86 
Uzice 396 4,94 61 0,76 154,04 
Cajetina 87 5,70 13 0,85 149,43 

      
  Moravica District  1001 4,61 189 0,87 188,81 

Gornji Milanovac 217 4,80 33 0,73 152,07 
Ivanjica 148 4,42 14 0,42 94,59 
Lucani 96 4,28 15 0,67 156,25 
Cacak 540 4,66 127 1,10 235,19 

      
  Raska District  1889 6,33 286 0,96 151,40 

Vrnjacka Banja 135 5,10 48 1,81 355,56 
Kraljevo 586 4,90 140 1,17 238,91 
Novi Pazar 728 7,64 49 0,51 67,31 
Raska 130 5,10 11 0,43 84,62 
Tutin 310 9,77 38 1,20 122,58 

      
  Rasina District  1144 4,64 168 0,68 146,85 

Aleksandrovac 121 4,40 17 0,62 140,50 
Brus 75 4,39 13 0,76 173,33 
Varvarin 77 4,13 12 0,64 155,84 
Krusevac 631 4,92 52 0,41 82,41 
Trstenik 192 4,24 71 1,57 369,79 
Cicevac 48 4,88 3 0,30 62,50 

      
  Nisava District  1795 4,78 503 1,34 280,22 

City of Nis 1329 5,21 373 1,46 280,66 
  Mediana 490 5,53 205 2,31 418,37 
  Niska Banja 59 3,84 13 0,85 220,34 
  Palilula       381 5,16 83 1,12 217,85 
  Pantelej 222 5,10 39 0,90 175,68 
  Crveni Krst 177 5,21 33 0,97 186,44 
Aleksinac 232 4,31 96 1,78 413,79 
Gadzin Han 22 2,45 3 0,33 136,36 
Doljevac 93 5,11 14 0,77 150,54 
Merosina 48 3,46 3 0,22 62,50 
Razanj 32 3,31 1 0,10 31,25 
Svrljig 39 2,50 13 0,83 333,33 
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11. Basic indicators on marriages and divorces, 2008 (continued) 

Marriages Divorces Administrative District 
    City 
       Municipality Total per 1000 

population Total per 1000 
population 

per 1000 
marriages 

      
  Toplica District  351 3,67 21 0,22 59,83 

Blace 49 3,90 2 0,16 40,82 
Zitoradja 16 0,92 2 0,11 125,00 
Kursumlija 83 4,27 11 0,57 132,53 
Prokuplje 203 4,39 6 0,13 29,56 

      
  Pirot District  392 4,03 107 1,10 272,96 

Babusnica 42 3,13 15 1,12 357,14 
Bela Palanka 34 2,65 5 0,39 147,06 
Dimitrovgrad 36 3,41 13 1,23 361,11 
Pirot 280 4,64 74 1,23 264,29 

      
  Jablanica District  1029 4,49 164 0,71 159,38 

Bojnik 40 3,35 6 0,50 150,00 
Vlasotince 139 4,43 19 0,61 136,69 
Lebane 107 4,58 19 0,81 177,57 
Leskovac 697 4,63 109 0,72 156,38 
Medvedja 40 3,88 11 1,07 275,00 
Crna Trava 6 3,37 - - - 

      
  Pcinja District  1453 6,35 148 0,65 101,86 

Bosilegrad 23 2,69 2 0,23 86,96 
Bujanovac 330 7,29 37 0,82 112,12 
Vladicin Han 97 4,33 5 0,22 51,55 
Vranje 492 5,66 33 0,38 67,07 
Presevo 389 9,89 65 1,65 167,10 
Surdulica 108 5,23 6 0,29 55,56 
Trgoviste 14 2,53 - - - 
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